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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, this 
Information Disclosure Statement in connection with the above-identified application is 
being filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). 

The documents identified on forms PTO/SB/08A&B are relevant as follows. 
Document A is the Japanese Publication corresponding to the Japanese Priority Document 
JP 2001-025023. Document F is a partial English machine translation of a portion of 
Document A, including paragraph [0033]. The relevance of these documents is discussed in 
Amendment (D). 

Document B is not prior art, but pertains to a non-patent publication (in press) 
corresponding to the subject matter of the present application. Document C is not prior art, 
but pertains to a non-patent publication corresponding to the subject matter of the present 
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application. Document D is a copy of an Office Action from the European Patent Office in 
corresponding European Application No. EP 02 002 407.1-1225, and its relevance is 
believed to be clear from the European Action. Document E is a copy of a response to the 
summons to attend Oral Proceedings of March 16, 2005, regarding European Application 
No. EP 02 002 407.1-1225, and its relevance is believed to be clear from the contents of the 
document. Accordingly, no further comment regarding the disclosures of these documents 
is believed to be required. 

It is respectfully requested that the attached documents be considered and officially 
cited, and that a copy of Forms PTO/SB/08 A&B be initialed by tiie Examiner to indicate 
that the documents have been considered and returned to the undersigned. 

The requisite fee of $1 80.00 is attached herewith. It is believed that the present 
Information Disclosure Statement complies with tiie requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97-8, but 
the Director is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees to Deposit Account No. 



GRIFFIN & SZIPL, PC 

Suite PH-1 

2300 Ninth Street, South 
Arlington, VA 22204 

Telephone: (703) 979-5700 
Facsimile: (703) 979-7429 
Email: g&s@szipl.com 
Customer No.: 24203 




Respectfully submitted, 
'pRIFFIN & SZIPL, PC 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
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